
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whittier Soundings 

            
 

Newsletter of the Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska 
 

Bill Morris, FC      Tom Kane, VFC 
 

 Cathey Sterling, FSO-PB 
Volume XVIII 

Issue 7 
July 
2008 

SAREX 2008 
 

 

     With all events planning is the key to 
excellence. And adaptability to change is 
instrumental to keeping the event going. Tom 
Kane, working with flotilla staff officers, 
members, and the Coast Guard provided 
transportation, training opportunities, and a 
fellowship dinner. Tom Kane and Mary Southard 
aboard Dolci provided lunch each day to the 
Valdez SAFEBoat 613 crew as well.  
   Several members started the SAREX weekend 
Friday July 18. USCG Vessel 276613 joined the 
Auxiliary in Cochrane Bay with Sig Murphy and 
Mary Southard going aboard to complete Mary’s 
QE for NSB Crew. A waiver from the DSO-OP 
was obtained for this purpose. 
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   The OPFACs planned to overnight in Surprise 
Cove, with incoming OTO Chief Gardner joining 
us aboard Fresh Aire. However Roy Stoddard and 
Crew aboard Fresh Aire returned to Whittier from 
just past Decision Point since Bill Morris and 



Linda Shogren had mechanical problems on Arctic 
LunaSea, while still at the dock. It was determined 
that the repairs would take too long to get the boat 
operational for Saturday. Originally, Arctic 
LunaSea was the transportation for the members 
only coming out for the day, but with the 
mechanical problems, Fresh Aire took on the 
responsibility of member transport.  
  While on the way out to the SAREX Saturday 
the Crew and Coxswain of the Fresh Aire located 
and reported a vessel that had broken loose from 
its mooring near Whittier and drifted close to the 
beach at Logging Camp Bay. CG Valdez notified 
the owner the vessel was adrift and its location. 
The vessels that stayed over night in Surprise 
Cove woke to dense fog and had concerns the 
training would have to be scrubbed. Cochrane Bay 
was fogged in but Blackstone Bay had beautiful 
weather.   
   The Helicopter training exercises were held in 
Blackstone Bay Saturday July 19. 
The Valdez NSB 276613 with Coxswain Brian 
Dressler, Navigator Brad Barnett, Mechanic 
Austin Casey and Crew Aaron Phillips was the 
operating platform for the Helicopter hoist 
training.  
 

 
Photo courtesy of Mary Murphy 

Helicopter 6013 with Pilot Christopher Carter, Co 
Pilot Jessie Culver, Flight Mechanic AMT2 Keith 
Bastman, and Rescue Swimmer AST1 Dave 
Coats, provided several revolutions to the 
Auxiliary members training.   
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Auxiliary members staged aboard Fresh Aire, 
transferred to 613 for the helicopter hoist training 
and changed out to the next Auxiliary members 
training.  
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    By the time the helicopter crew had to leave due 
to operational limits, all but two members that 
needed hoist training had participated. 
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 Since there were only the two members needing 
the training, the FSO-OP felt it was financially 
best to cancel the helicopter participation Sunday.  

   Saturday evening while the OPFACs were being 
rafted and the fellowship meal was being set up, 
Tom Kane and Rae De Ley joined Stewart and 
Cathey Sterling aboard the PWC for training.  

 

Photo courtesy of Mary Murphy 
 

   Tom Kane and Terry Stoddard provided the 
main dishes – ham and potato salad, with potluck 
dishes provided by the rest of the flotilla members 
present. There was a wide variety of delicious 
dishes and desserts. The crew of 613 joined the 
fellowship dinner before returning to Whittier for 
the night.  
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   After the fellowship, Fresh Aire started their 
return to Whittier with 10 POB (persons on 
board). CG Valdez had a vessel in distress that had 
been waiting several hours for assistance from a 
commercial tow and asked if Fresh Aire would be 
able to assist. After a low amber GAR, all aboard 
agreed to take the tow even though it meant those 
leaving Whittier upon returning to the harbor may 
miss the last tunnel for the night. A fatigue waiver 
was given by Chief Gardner, who contacted CG 
Valdez, reported his rank and that he supported 
the waiver. Fresh Aire then picked up the Lily 
Grace which had a mechanical problem, about 
1900 hrs between Ester Rock and near the South 
West corner of Ester Island. Passage from Ester 
Island to just inside Decision Point was rough, but 
the seas lay down through Passage Canal to 
Whittier Harbor. Fresh Aire arrived at the harbor 
approximately 2245 hrs; and let the flotilla 
members needing to get that last tunnel off at the 
docks. Fortunately they were able to make the 
tunnel in time. The rest of the crew assisted 
docking for the night.  



   The rest of the OPFACs anchored in Surprise 
Cove for the night. Tom and Stewart took the 
PWC and made evening rounds visiting everyone.  
   Sunday morning Dolci wouldn’t start due to low 
batteries. Stewart used one of the PWC to jump 
Dolci, getting her started. The Valdez SAFEBoat 
613 joined us to make sure everything was okay. 
Tom and Mary decided to head directly for the 
harbor with the PWC and 613 accompanying 
them.  
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The crew of 613 went above the call of duty by 
escorting Dolci back to Whittier and deserves 
recognition for their dedication to duty. 
   During the return trip, the PWC did a shoreline 
search and stopped to offer assistance to a small 
boat drifting in Passage Canal. The boat was 
putting on a tarp cover but appreciated the offer.  
   At the harbor, while Dolci refueled, the PWC 
were put on the trailer then Stewart and Cathey 
assisted Tom and Mary docking Dolci.   
   OTO Gardner, welcome to the Auxiliary and 
thank you for attending our SAREX. Looking 
forward to your future visits.  
Aboard Fresh Aire: Roy and Terry Stoddard, 
OTO Gerald Gardner, David Bronfman, Dave 
Brubaker, Sylvia Condy, Rae De Ley, Will Frost, 
Wendell Nelson, Bill Reiter. Aboard Dolci: Tom 
Kane, Mary Southard. Aboard Pair a Dice: Tony 
and Sheila Hillegeist. Aboard Beluga: Sig and 
Mary Murphy. Aboard Balaena: Bob and Nancy 
Harvey and Bill and Jean Holzheimer. Aboard 
PWC 029: Cathey Sterling and PWC 030: 
Stewart Sterling. Aboard USCG Vessel 276613: 
Brian Dressler, Brad Barnett, Austin Casey, 
Aaron Phillips. Aboard 6013: Christopher 
Carter, Jessie Culver, Keith Bastman, Dave 
Coats.  

   Tom Kane deserves our thanks for all his work 
in scheduling a great SAREX and to the Coast 
Guard for their participation in the training. 
Having the opportunity to work with the Boat 
Crews and Helicopter Crews gives us the chance 
to learn how to safely and effectively work with 
them in emergencies.  
 

Cardboard Regatta 
 

By Linda Shogren 
   It was a very wet, cold, dreary, July day…. with 
lots of soggy cardboard boats that could easily fall 
apart --- Yes folks, that just screams fun for lots of 
kid wanna-be-mariners, (many parents) and other 
contestants that spent quite a bit of time 
engineering and building their Cardboard boats for 
the 2008 Cardboard Regatta. 
   The Regatta was held at Goose Lake Park in 
Anchorage again with a handful of Municipal 
Parks & Recreation employees hoping that the 
many volunteers needed to properly manage the 
event would show despite the weather. I thought 
the event would be cancelled due to soggy 
cardboard boats meeting their demise soon after 
they hit the water. WRONG! The weather did 
NOT slow this regatta down! Many contestants 
already delivered their boats to be inspected and 
had them secured (and dry) under visqueen 
coverings. 

 
 

   The CG Auxiliary volunteers who assisted were 
Roy and Terry Stoddard, Rae De Ley, Bill Morris 
and Linda Shogren. Other volunteers were 
members of the Alaska Wild Indoor Pro Football 
team guarding the water parameters and assisting 
boaters. 
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   Rae De Ley deftly tackled the job of vessel 
examiner as the boats were brought in to be 
registered. 

 

   The hull integrity was of question in each case 
and she made sure all entrants were eligible and 
had built their boats properly with only cardboard 
(un-waxed), duct tape and glue.  
   Roy Stoddard & Bill Morris took photos and 
assisted with grabbing life jackets from kids as 
they came in with their boats, Terry Stoddard & 
myself were fitting kids for proper life jacket fit. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   The weather let up in the afternoon and the adult 
and corporate boat races finished with a few boats 
still staying afloat. 
 

 
 
 

 
   All in all it was a fun and successful boating 
safety event.  The kids that were waiting to launch 
boats stood by patiently if they had to wait for 
lifejackets…They were not going in the water 
unless they had a life jacket on.  

 
   They knew a life jacket would keep them afloat, 
they couldn’t trust their cardboard boats! 

 
 This is a great way to get “Wear It” message to a 
lot of kids. 
 

All photos courtesy of Roy Stoddard 
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Vessel Examinations 
 

 

   Congratulations to our Vessel Examiners. 
During the SAREX weekend, the Coast Guard 
Boarding Officers from 256613 commented on the 
good work being done by the Whittier Vessel 
Examiners. Nearly every boat boarded had a VE 
sticker and the boats inspected were in great 
shape. It says great things about our program 
when the Boatcrew notice and comment on the 
good work.  
 
 

Membership Anniversaries 
 

July Anniversaries 
Sharon White  Joined    02 JUL 81 
Yvonne Chase Joined    31 JUL 84 
Jim Chase   Joined    31 JUL 84 

 

   Thank you for your service and dedication to the 
Auxiliary and to the Whittier Flotilla. 
 

FSO-FN 
 

 

   During the August Flotilla meeting FSO-FN 
Terry Stoddard will start collecting annual 
membership dues. Checks are made payable to 
USCG Auxiliary, $30.00 per person for the year.  
You may mail the check to Terry at: 
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7541 Papa Circle, Anchorage, AK 99518 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://a1700204.uscgaux.info
 

http://a170.uscgaux.info
 

FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 
P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 

907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net
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http://a170.uscgaux.info/
mailto:alaskaaux@gci.net

